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COLLEGE NEWS 
Vo14. No 1 
CONVOCATION BEGINS 
THE NEW YEAR 
Participation urged 
in national issues 
The 97th academic year of 
the College began formally 
with the Convocation ad­
dresses of President McPher-
80n and other members of the 
administration on September 
3, 1981. President McPherson 
welcomed the "centennial 
clsss" of 1985, 89 well 8S 
21 new transfer students, 39 
post-baccalaureate premedi­
cal students, 71 special 
students, 158 new graduate 
students, and 157 Haverford 
students who are living at 
Bryn Mawr. McPherson 8160 
welcomed five ne ... members of 
the faculty and new members 
of the College staff. Among 
the new professors are David 
Cast of the Art History de­
partment, Betty Twarog in 
810logy, Paul Melville 1n 
Mathema tics, Sergej Oavydov 
in RUBsian, and Carol Beane, 
who will teach in the His­
panic-American concentration 
program. Fred Friendly, vis­
iting professor of Columbia 
University, will be teaching 
a new course entitled "Conr 
munications, Society, and 
the Law." The College also 
welcomes Nancy woodruff as 
Director of Minority Af­
fairs, Andrew Lichtenberg as 
Drama Director, and Marietta 
Cheng as Director of Orches­
tra and Chorus. 
Miss McPherson described 
recent campus developments 
and plans for future chang­
es. Nancy woodruff, the head 
of a task force appointed by 
Sept 1981 
Banner at Labor Day Picnic sparks controversy 
At the picnic held on planning the banner felt 
that the picnic itself was a Merion Green on Monday, Sep-
tember 7, a banner which political statement. They 
read, "Welcome Class of '8S! saw the fact that Haverford-
Centennial Goal: End Cooper- ian9 were invited as an sc-
ation" was hung from the tion on the part of the Bryn 
windows of two Merion resid- Mawr administration which 
ents' roans. A group of stu- indicated approval of coop-
dents entered the rooms and eration. 
removed the banner; this was "We did not intend this 
greeted. by applauae and as a gratuitous discour tesy. 
cheers from some of the pic- We especially did not intend 
nickers below. to offend Haverford women," 
The plan to hang the ban- said Lisa Schlffren. 
ner began after Parade While the banner was 
Night, according to Sharon hanging, a group o f  students 
Gerstel, one of the students entered Merion. One of them 
who displayed the sign. "We 
� was a Resident Advisor (RA) , 
felt that Bryn Mawr was who asked a member o f  the 
being desecrated and that Bryn Mawr security force to 
traditions were being des- unlock the rooms where the 
troyed," she explained. banner was displayed. The 
The purpose of the banner students then entered the 
was "to make known the rooms and removed the Sign. 
views" of some Bryn Mawr "When I first saw the 
students on cooperation. sign, I was very hurt. Peo-
"Despite the "best of both ple all around me were very 
worlds' propaganda, no pro- hurt and very worried," said 
visions are made for the one of the students who re-
woman who came here for Bryn moved the sign. Another stu-
Mawr, the women's college," dent explained, "Speed was 
asserted Lisa Schiffren. "As needed. because it was a n  
students with a signific ant antagonistic sign. The long-
view, we are tired of not er it was up, the more dam-
being listened to," she age it would do." 
said. Ac cording to Dean Vanin, 
The students involved in neither the RA nor the sec­
the President, will prepare 
a report on minority affairs 
at the College by spring 
vaca-tion. Summer renova tions 
on the campus included the 
complete modernization of 
Haffner and Rhoads dining 
facUities, improvements in 
Taylor classrooms, and the 
expansion of the computer 
(to p 6) 
urity guard had authority to 
have the rooms unlocked. "No 
one has the right to open 
another student's roOlD," she 
said, except 1n cases where 
the safety or health of the 
student is at risk. Vanin 
stated that the Dean's of­
fice is "deliberating whe­
ther any action should h� 
taken or not II regardinG :\( 
(topo3) 
2 
Parade Night Song 
Well the Sophomore girls are 
fools 
Although they think they're 
really wise. 
They have an intellectual 
deficiency 
For which there's no dis­
guise. 
Their lack of mental facul-
ties 
Is subjected to scorn. 
Their obvious stupidity 
Has Athena quite forlorn. 
We wish they all could be 
Like the Freshman girls! 
Yeah! 
Pa rody 
Well. the pompous class of 
'85, 
Egotist:1cal 88 
Are st1ll like 
hell, 
students 
high school 
in the way they 
act 
And like dogs in how they 
smell. 
When every Mawr tyr 1s like 
you 
In the way that ahe behaves, 
The BHe Alumnae will drop 
dead right there 
And t urn over in their 
graves. 
God help us 1f we 
the freshman 
were like 
girlsl 
College News 
Anne Shlughn.uy 
AII,on Pierci 
Florene. FUlCO 
Ann. La"erty 
Ellen Medurls 
Dladr. Shupp 
Julia Fasick 
Sh.ron Glnlel 
Seth 0''11. 
u .. Schiffren 
Debi N.than.on 
Sel.y We.lph.1 
liz Nutting 
M.rg.rel Schulz 
Judy C.lhoun 
Melodi. Sur ford 
.nd other. 
Th. Coll.le Nevi 11 • 
bi_eekly publ1cation dedi­
c,ted to the vo_n and Mn 
of Bryn r .. "r Colle •• : etaff, 
hClJl t1, .dadoJ.etrnt lon, 
tNet.... elv_ne., Iteduet. 
Itudlilllu, end und.tlrldu­
at •• _ Articl.a, latt.n to 
the editor, .nd h elp "lth 
ptoductioll .t. w.lco.e. Out 
bOll: it located 10 I!:td_o 
Rall. 
Trustees 
An Open Meeting with the 
Representatives to the Board 
of Tru stees will be held on 
"'ed., Sept. 23, at 7:00 pm, 
in the Blue Room of the Col-
lege Inn. The student rep­
resentatives are Lisa Louis 
and Sharon Cerstel. Anyone 
in having their 
brought to the 
welcome to attend. 
interested 
opinio ns 
Board i s  
• • • • •  
Anyone interested in 
housing a Trustee for the 
night of Oct. 2, please call 
Sharon Cerstel, x5751, or 
leave a note in her box in 
Merion. 
Plenary Update 
"In the neighborhood of 
600 people" registered for 
Plenary at the sign-ups held 
September 17 and 18, accord­
ing to SCA secretary Judy 
Bloom. The decision as to 
whether or not Plenary will 
actually be held would be 
discussed at the SGA meeting 
on September 20, she said. 
Steering Committee will make 
its decision on Plenary at 
its weekly meeting on Sep­
tember 22. 
The number of people reg­
istered for Plenary exceeds 
the minimum requirement 0 f 
40% of the members of the 
Association. 
S ite for gym chosen; plans now underway 
The construction of a new 
gym on the Bryn Hawr campus 
will begin in March 1982. 
The site which has been se-
lected 
above 
field, 
Dell. 
is Dear the area just 
the upper hockey 
known as Robin Hood 
Plans for the gym include 
an eight-lane pool with a 
gallery overlooking it, a 
weight room, and a locker 
room on the lower level. The 
main level will contain a 
multi-purpose gym which is 
able to house two basketball 
courts, two tennis courts, 
or four volleyball courts. 
Also on the main level will 
be a gymnastics area wi th a 
ten-foot deep practice pit 
filled with foam. The upper 
level will contain class­
rooms and offices. The area 
of the building will be 
50,000 square feet. 
The pool will feature a 
movable bulkhead separating 
the swimming lanes from the 
diving well. By moving the 
bulkhead, it will be pOSSi­
ble to adjust the length of 
the lanes. 
The roof will be coo­
s truc ted 0 f "hype rbo lie pa­
raboloids" which will look 
like a series of peaks fran 
the outside. 
Members of the Board of 
Trustees voted on the site 
at a meeting on June 29. 
Daniel F. Tully Associates. 
Inc., the architectural firm 
responsib Ie for the new fa- r 
cility, presented the plans 
at that meeting. 
Construction will begin 
"when ·the frost leaves the 
ground." in February 0 r 
March of 1982. according to 
Donald MacPherson. Director 
of Administrative Services. 
It is now possib Ie to see 
the stakes which mark the 
site of construction. The 
gym will be completed in the 
fall of 1983. 
When the new gym is com­
pleted. construction will 
begin on the old gym. The 
old gym. will be used as a 
"campus center" or "student 
union," said Hr. MacPherson. 
The bookstore, mailroom, and 
student offices will be 
housed there. Changes neces­
sary to prepare the old gym. 
will probably take another 
year, stated Mr. MacPherson. 
Because construction of 
the new gym may disrupt the 
playing fields, a new field 
behind Brecon is. being pre­
pared for use. 
--Anne Shaughnessy 
More on campus changes: Renovations 1981 -1982 
Campusw1de renovations 
continued at Bryn Mawr dur­
ing summer 1981. Haffner, 
Rhoads, Erdman, Pem West, 
Denb1g,h. Herion, Batten 
House, Dalton. and the B i ol­
ogy Building were among the 
buildings improved. 
Renovations were made in 
three dining halls to make 
on-campus dining more pleas­
ant. According to Gail Fi­
nan, an extension to Haffner 
was constructed in order to 
. provide about 50% more 
kitchen space as well as 
additional space for storage 
and refrigerators. All of 
the old kitchen ·e quipment, 
with the exception of one 
fryer, has been replaced by 
new energy-efficient equip­
ment. Used dishes are now 
carried from the dining room 
to the kitchen area via a 
newly installed conveyor 
belt to a room reserved en­
tirely for dishwsshing. In 
the dining hall itself, a 
new serving area has been 
built, and the acoustics 
have been improved by carpet 
wallcoverlngs and new ceil­
ing tiles. 
In Rhoads practically all 
serving areas have been re­
moved from the dining hall 
and relocated in what was 
once" dead 8 torage space" in 
the kitchen. As in Haffner, 
old k1 tchen equipment has 
been replaced by new energy ­
saving equipment. Ms. Finan 
observed, "For the first 
time 1n thirty-five years. 
Bryn Hawr has two mo dern 
kitchens." The combined 
Haffner and Rhoads dining 
hall renovations cost ap­
proximately one million dol­
lars, borrowed in anticipa­
tion of the Centenni&i-Cam­
pa1gn funds. 
Changes are also visible 
in ErdDan dining hall where 
the wood floor has been re­
finished and freezers moved 
from the side dining room 
into the area which was for­
merly the manager's office. 
Pending the Board of Trus­
tees' approval, extensive 
renovations, including 
acoustics, are planned for 
next summer. 
According to John Kelch, 
Director of PhYSical Plant, 
about twent y-four new stu­
den t spaces have been c rea t­
ed over the summer. Previ­
ously existing roOlDS In 
Br!e�!O�P8ut�!ce�nte mi��P8ed�nly�drTiPI�!r�!i! e bU�!�p��� the fact that 
acquired a PRIME computer lege personnel of the te- installation is slightly 
and A1MS/AXXESS software for dious chore of card-punch- behind schedule (mostly in 
use by the administration, i08. AIMS software was pur- the area of alumnae develop-
especially in the upcoming chased outright, and with it ment, where extensive soft-
fundraising campaign. The 50 manhours of training and ware modifications were nec-
computer. installed this modifications. The total essary), Me. Beaudreau 88yS 
summer, will eventually han- price of the 80ftware and that "Enthusiasm is high on 
dIe work done in the Alum- computer package is about campus; the learning curve 
nae, Resources. Recorder's, $300.000; i t  is expected to is high." The system, which 
Comptroller's, Admissions. pay for itself (in money not failed frequently early this 
Personnel, and Payroll of- spent at Unicoll, Profco, summer, is now running with 
fices, replacing our use of and Gwynnyd) over a period few problems. 
two outside companies, Prof- of 5-6 years. --Diedre Shupp 
co and Gwynnyd (for payroll, The new s ystem is actual-
accounts received, and stu- ly "in production model! in 
dent deposits) and a link the Alumnae/Resources and 
.through the Hewlett Packard Recorder's offices, accord-
3000 to an IBM machine at ing to Ms. Beaudreau, and is 
the University of Pennsyl- being tested in the Comp-
vania. trollee s office. Several 
The package. acquired other offices will test it 
from AXXESS on a lease/pur- this fall and should be on 
chase agreement, includes 18 the system by Dec. 1. The 
terminals, several printers, Financial Aid office is ex-
discs, and tape drive -- and pected to begin use in 1982, 
no card reader, as Doreen and the Comptroller's office 
Beaudreau, Associate Direc- will not complete the 
tor of Computing Services, changeover until June 1982, 
is quick to point out. Data the beginning of the next 
entry will be through ter- fiscal year. 
BAN HER from p. I 
RA. Vanin also said that she 
had discussed the role of 
security officers wi th Sec­
urity Head Vincent DeCer­
chio. 
When asked her personal 
opinion about the banner, 
Dean Vaxitn termed it "unfor­
tunate," but added, "Those 
students have a right to 
their opinion." 
-.cAnne Shaughnessy 
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LETTER TO I THE EDITOR FEMINISM, THE BANNER, and POLITICAL ACTION: • • an opinIOn 
I was glad to see it. And 
there were other Bryn Mawr 
women (and �ybe Haverford 
men and women) who are Ha­
verford majors, enrolled 1n 
Haverford courses, members 
of hi-college organizations, 
and otherwise supporters of 
"cooperation" who were glad 
to see it. 
For these women, the ban­
ner over Merion Green with 
its terse message "End Coop­
eration" had very little to 
do with cooperation per Be 
but presented 1n arresting 
form, after all this time, 
the feminist dissatisfaction 
w1 th Bryn Mawr. 
To those to whom the con­
nection between message and 
meaning 1s not Imme diately 
evident, remember back to 
last semester, to Bryn Mawr 
throughout the aftermath of 
Barclay and to a lesser ex­
tent throughout curriculum 
review t the Sisterhood's 
quest for a director of mi­
nority affairs, and the 
equal rights marches on 
Washington. 
After knowledge of the 
Barclay incident became pub­
lic, there were a flurry of 
public meetings at Bryn Mawr 
and much, much private dis­
cussion. At the beginning it 
was very exciting. There 
finally were things to talk 
about at dinner. There was a 
real underground at Bryn 
Mawr of women who were con­
cerned about doing some­
thing. There were a wide 
variety of women involved, 
the established women's 
groups and the individuals 
who y o u  had never known were 
particularly concerned. 
There were foreign women 
with revolutionary experi­
ence 1n their own countries. 
We disagreed with one anoth­
er -- "they're those kind of 
feministsU -- but we worked 
with and respected the oth-
ers, because they were ac­
tivists and not just talk-
ers. 
By April, we had seen all 
the opportunities for effec­
tive resistance to the muff­
ling of Barclay slip away 
one by one: the demonstra­
tion with Penn and Princeton 
women, the Inquirer leak, 
the campaign to inform per­
spective Haverford freshwom­
eo, the Bryn Mawr elections, 
the move to h ave Residence 
Council refuse to cooperate 
in dorm exchange, aod by the 
end, the more desperate 
plots to disrupt May Day 
(from which came the idea 
for a Merion banner) and to) 
vandalize Haverford. 
And all mixed up with our 
outrage about Haverford was 
a simmering anger that Bryn 
Mawr as an insti tution was 
still stuck io an idealist 
notion o f  feminism, Le., 
that somehow if we were all 
very smart and very accom­
plished the world would fall 
at our feet. And the same 
thing for minority women. 
It seemed the Curriculum 
Review Committee wasn't 
doing a-nything; neither was 
the Administration. The stu­
dent government was useless 
as usual. Then on top of 
everything we had to take 
part in inane discussions 00 
coeducation at Bryn Mawr and 
bear with platitudes about 
cooperation with Haverford. 
Shirley Chisholm had told 
us in Washington that "it 
was absolutely no time for 
ahrinking violets." But we 
shrank. Or maybe it wasn't 
simply the failure of indi­
viduals. 
For many years I have 
wondered why Bryn Mawr 
doeso't have any communal 
politics dealing with seri­
ous issues. Why 900 women 
wll1 aasemb Ie to heatedly 
discuss whether Merion 
should go coed that year but 
nothing else. 
I have secretly envied 
Haverford, where even if, 
one might argue, the end 
result is not much different 
(all talk and no action) at 
least there were ways to 
involve the entire community 
in discussion of serious 
issues. In fact Bryn Mawr 
women end up going; to Haver­
ford to do political things. 
Bryn Mawr women didn't bring 
SDE to Bryn Mawr but stayed 
and fought at Haverford. Our 
best feminist activista went 
to Haverford over Barclay t o  
haggle with the Haverford 
administration (their role 
was underappreciated). It 
would have been as effective 
to organi"Ze Bryn Mawr (no 
procedures, no director of 
women's concerns, no cooper­
a tion) and more awesome 
(something to tell our 
granddaughters). But who is 
to say these women were 
wrong? This may have been an 
impossibility at Bryn Mawr. 
And then we came back to 
Bryn Mawr, and there it was 
over Merion Green. Some­
one hsd just gone and done 
it. Some who understood its 
real meaniog atill said it 
was a stupid thing to do, 
but it wasn't stupid, it was 
fledf41ng. 
There are those who un­
doubtedly do really want to 
eod cooperation. It is cer­
tainly their right to feel 
this way and to express it. 
To those who continue to 
fiod the banner a crime 
against the community, I can 
only say that if the commu­
nity support for cooperation 
is solid, it will withstand 
difference of opinion. 
I have sympathy for the 
separatists (who are really 
much more concerned with the 
questioo of separatism in 
the ou tside world than in 
(n •• t p.o" J 
this community and who fur­
thermore are not necessarily 
misandrists). Separatism is 
an idealist notion to be 
sure, but not an unbrave 
one. It is, after all, 
equally idealist to think 
that you can participate in 
this society a8 a woman 
without prostituting your­
self -- simply by force of 
will as it were -- a mistak­
en notion that many more 
women hold and for which 
they are never castigated. 
It is sad that we always 
get stuck at this point in 
our communal politics 
that separatism and co­
option. are our only two 
choices that in seeing 
the unrealism of one we can­
not see that of the other. 
And it is sad, too, that our 
choice is to be made in mat­
ters that belie the serious­
ness of the underlying is­
sues, e.g. men in Oenbigh. 
It is sad that we are so 
unsophisticated. 
But perhaps there is hope 
to be found in the vehemence 
with which we attack the 
determination of our COIQ.IIJJ­
nal living arrangements. For 
though we repr eS8 t hem, we 
have deep feelings, deep 
feelings about that thing 
some women call feminism. 
The cardinal rule of commu­
nity organization Is that 
you begin with people as you 
find them. This, then, is 
our raw material. 
There are slgns, however, 
that there are women here 
who have been suppressed too 
long and who will thus dare 
to force us to leave our 
communal ch1.lcll.ood. And 
since collectively we have 
neither the intellectual 
tools nor the established 
channels for them to raise 
their 1ssues, the passage 
from chllcll.ood will not be 
smooth, 
But it 
younger 
and we will 
must happen 
sister8 are 
suffer. 
if our 
to b e  
able to found a real femi­
nist politics at Bryn Mawr. 
*Co-option: abandonment 
of one's principles for a 
seemingly more comfortable 
position. 
Eliza Dixon 
Wendall Carter 
The Ccilese New� we/cornea lellus /0 m. editor, which will bt ptintul aJ spac£. 
a/luw�· 
Renovations !'romp. J 
Rhoads basement have been 
renovated to yield seventeen 
singles. A former costume 
room on Rockefeller's second 
floor is a new single, and 
three doubles have been made 
in the Oenbigh attic. Batten 
House has been refurbished 
with new paint and carpeting 
inside, and a faculty of­
fice, new classroom, and new 
conference room have been 
created. Plumbing improve­
ments were made campuswide 
and the Pembroke West bath-
rooms received 
tention with 
overhaul. 
special at­
a thorough 
Wa ter damsg e which oc­
curred to several Oenbigh 
rooms when pipes froze and 
burst last year has been 
repaired b y  Unkefer, the 
contractor responsible for 
the Oenbtgh renovations, at 
no cost to the College. 
In Dalton, there are 
seven new offices, a class­
room, and a new computer to 
handle administrative work. 
A new office and lab suite 
for an electron microscope 
have been prepared i n  the 
8iology Building. 
Mr. Kelch discussed im­
provements made with Pew 
Grant moniee as well as 
clAn.t"�l"1'I- Jlijft� is '''rr(nt� ,cJ,c4uI"J for tIu. 
(yr.nj� .f Oc&bu f. 
"""-'1' .(,,<ts for f'Wt�L" 
wilL fu JX'"tul. 
Afterwords reopens 
The cafe in Oenbigh din­
ing hall will reopen for the 
fall semester on Monday, 
September 28. The cafe, 
which will be directed this 
year by Lynn Gordon '83, 
will replace the College Inn 
as a n  evening snack bar and 
restaurant for students_ 
Mem bers of the Administra­
tion hope to cut financial 
losses by opening the Col­
lege Inn for lunch only this 
year. President McPherson, 
together with Gail Finsn and 
Me _ Gordon, decided to open 
the cafe six nights a week 
and to offer a full menu 
selection on each night. The 
menu will include coffee, 
tea, grilled sandwiches, 
cider, hot chocolate, and 
English muffin pizzas. An 
ice-cream bar and choice of 
buttered breads and cream 
cheese may a lao be provided. 
Ms. Gordon expects that 
prices will be kept low 
enough to prevent the stu­
dents operating the cafe 
from making any s ignificant 
profit. She hopes that the 
cafe, which received $500 
capital from the Administra­
tion last year, will com­
pletely pay for itself this 
year. The Bryn Mawr Food 
Service also supports the 
cafe and may subSidize it. 
Ma. Finan hopes that the 
cafe. although it is a 
student-run operation, will 
be able to open six nights a 
week. A decision to re-open 
the College Inn in the eve­
nings would be the Treasur­
er's responsibility. she 
said. 
5 
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Convocation fro", p. I 
center to include a social 
science data laboratory as 
.well 8S a computer for ad­
ministrative use. I n  addi­
tion, a new electron micro­
scope will be installed 1n 
the Science Building, and 
construction of the new gym­
nasium In the Robl n Hood 
Dell area will begin In Oc­
tober after a final approval 
from the Board of Trustees. 
Other projected renovations 
include the modernization of 
the Pembroke Halla and Erd­
manis dining facUities. and 
the development of the old 
gym into a campus center. 
President HcPherson 
stressed in her address that 
new Campus activities and 
changes must not prevent 
students, faculty, and mem­
bers of the administration 
from studying and partici­
pating in the world outside 
Bryn Mawr. She commented 
that under the new admin1s­
t ra tion of Pres ident Reagan 
fewer voices are being 
heard, women and minorities 
are in positions of even 
greater disadvantage. and 
the quality of education is 
suffering from the expendi­
ture of 32% of the nation's 
budget on defense. Defense, 
suggested McPherson. should 
be strengthened through in­
creased research and educa­
tion rather than by invest­
ment in weaponry which will 
quickly become outmoded. 
Miss McPherson remarked on 
the importance of hearing 
voices of opinion and need 
in open discussion, and ex­
pressed the hope that stu­
dents will rejoice in their 
academic work, without al­
lowing it to become an ex­
cuse for apathy. 
Other Convocation ad­
dresses included a speech by 
Dean Mary Maples Dunn, Depu­
ty to the President. Dean 
Dunn discussed the proposed 
new curriculum, and stated 
that rigorous liberal arts 
requirements, such as the 
acquisition of a foreign 
language, the ability to 
write and apeak persuasive­
ly, and an understanding of 
historical and sociological 
perspective, will still be 
required of Bryn Mawr stu­
dents. Dean Dunn also an­
nounced plans for a series 
of Freshman Seminars in the 
study of women, to be funded 
by s grant of $30,000 from 
the NEH. 
Barbara Kreutz. Dean of 
the Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences I spoke of the 
notion that the dollars 
spent on education for a 
doctorate, unless it be for 
medicine, computer science 
or engineering, are not a 
worthy investment, but actu­
ally a consumption. Dean 
Kreutz. and the graduate 
students she discussed this 
with, disagree. The study 
for the Ph.D. is an enrich­
ing, worthwhile experience, 
and she said that "Clearly 
there Is a lot to be done 
• • •  to reform the would-be 
graduate student" who in­
sists on pouring money into 
such an investment. In the 
meantime, Dean Kreutz prom­
ised that Bryn Mawr graduate 
students will remain eccen­
tric, and academic, as they 
have been throughout the 
history of the Graduate 
.School. She added that the 
Student Council of the Grad­
uate School of Arts and Sci­
ences has changed its name 
to the "Graduate Student 
Association," and that this 
Association is sponsoring a 
series of speakers at Glen­
mede this year. 
"It takes particular ded­
ication to enter the field 
of social service at this 
moment," stated Richard Gas­
kins, Acting Dean of the 
Graduate School of Social )"ork snd Social Research. 
I Social service programs are facing reduced funding, and 
the disadvantaged are worse 
off than ever, according to 
Dean Gaskins. Nevertheless, 
or perhaps in answer to 
this, there are 260 students 
in the SWSR graduate school, 
18S working for their Master 
of Social Service degree, 
about 1S for their Master of 
Law and Social Policy, and 
about 60 for their Ph.D. 
Dean Gaskins urged that stu­
dents resist tendencies to 
specialize, and concentrate 
instead on developing gener­
al abilities through their 
education. 
Elizabeth Graves of the 
Graduate Student AsSOCiation 
and Jonathon Harmon from the 
School of Social work and 
Social Research provided 
readings at various points 
1n the ceremony. 
Lattimore reading 
Richmond Lattimore, Pro­
fessor Emeritus of Greek at 
Bryn Mawr, gave a poetry 
reading at Glenmede on Sun­
day, September 13. Se­
lections from his own works 
included IIStyx," "Fall 
Guise, " and "Home. II He also 
read from his translations 
of Greek poems. The reading 
was sponsored by the Gradu­
ate Student Association. 
A professor at Bryn Mawr 
for many years, Lattimore is 
best known to scholars for 
his excellent translations 
of the I liad, the Odyssey, 
and other classical litera­
ture. He has also pubUshed 
several books of original 
poetry, including Strides of 
Time. 
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Customs Week: a freshman's • reVIew 
It 18 Saturday, August 29 
and a rag-tag collection of 
high achool graduates are 
descending upon the Bryn 
Mawr campus. Unlike the Mon­
golian hordes. however. 
these people are far from 
menacing. Their moat promi­
nent feature 1s a nervous 
grin glued on their faces 
and a strong tendency to say 
"H11 My name 18 _, snd I'to 
from _, tI without the slight­
est provocation. Believe me, 
I know, I myself did that 
for four days straight until 
I began to realize that I 
was introducing myself to 
the same people over and 
over again. 
Despite the a1l1y grins 
and over-enthusiastic self­
introductions, people were 
surprisingly friendly. No 
one 8eemed to mind that I 
consistently, and inexpli­
cably, confused Taylor and 
Thomas or that the position 
of Haverford remained a mys­
tery even after several vis­
its to the campus. Perhaps 
the most shocking revelatiPn 
of the week, for both myself 
and others, was that we were 
no longer considered 
strange. In fact, we didn't 
even seem to rank among the 
slightly touched. It seemed 
a letdown to appear so de­
cidedly normal. 
There was little time to 
ponder over rank, however, 
for the most vivid impres­
sion left by Customs Week 
was one of bustle. There 
were always places to_ go and 
people to meet wtkh very 
little time for re� lection 
in between. Conversations 
were often rushed and even 
more often slightly forced. 
The many visits to Haverford 
were pleasant but dislocat­
ing while still in the 
process of learning about 
one campus there suddenly 
loomed another one before 
me. The trip to Philadelphia 
was plagued with a similar 
problem: it was enjoyable 
and yet I still feel that 
the city is one huge mys­
tery. 
Perhaps the one item mis­
sing from the orientation 
schedule (as if it waan't 
busy enough) was a walking 
tour of the area surrounding 
Bryn Mawr. I still have the 
sense that Bryn Mawr is an 
island just off the coast of 
Philadelphia and the sur­
rounding waters appear un­
charted. 
This island, however, i s  
beginning to feel like home. 
As my facial muscles relax 
and my sea legs develop fo r 
trips to the outside world. 
1 feel someho� prepared for 
the year to come. 
--Julia Fasick 
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Renovations Fro .. p. , 
those financed by regular 
colleg e funds. Pew financed 
projects include the re­
placement of three electric 
boilers 1n the Science 
Building with money-saving 
gas burners and similar coo­
versions from electricity to 
gas in Denbigh, Brecon, and 
Merion to be completed, he 
hopes, IIbefore the start of 
the heating season. II This 
year, Canaday's heating and 
air conditioning systems 
will b e  redesigned to main­
tain more constant tempera­
ture and humidity levels. 
According to Mr. Kelch, "al­
most every building which 
could be insulated [has 
been] insulated" as part of 
the Pew improvements. 
An underground fire line 
has been extended near 
Rhoads and Canaday to make 
water more available in CAse 
of fire. 
Pembroke West will proba­
bly be renovated next summer 
at an estimated cost of 2. 2 
million dollars. Some of the 
funds to finance this pro­
ject will come from $400,000 
remaining from this summer's 
$1.5 million Pew Grant in­
stallment and from next sum­
mer's $ 1.5 million install­
ment, according to Michael 
Er dman, ConSUlting Archi­
tect. 
--Florence Fusco 
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book, Social Studies, 1 8  entry with subdivisions in­
almost 8a funny as her last eluding location (approx1-
book, Metropolitan Life. And mately 3.000 miles frOID. 
that 18 very funnj""1ndeed. ml�town Manhattan) t climate 
In fact, when it comes to (festive air colors. p leas­
the highly developed genre ant glare). and food and 
of urban, Jewish humor, I drink of the natives, to 
would say that Ms. Le bino- wit: "A great many people in 
witz 1s IIstate of the art." LOB Angeles are on special 
Very few of her colleagues, diets that restrict their 
including the venerable intake of s ynthetic foods. 
Woody Allen, manage to 8ur- The reason for this appears 
v1ve the transition into a to be a widely held belief 
print medium -- let alone a that organically grown 
book anywhere near as fruits and vegetables make 
well a8 Lebinowitzo the cocaine work faster." 
Most of the topics that Lebinowitz does not hesi-
she has chosen to satirize 
are not eepec1ally new -­
for ins tance Los Angeles -­
but they are done quite 
cleverly'. -l'flat chapter is 
tate to make fun of her na­
tive New York, either. She 
mercilessly lampoons the 
pretensions of the New York 
literary establishment, the 
ROCKABlLLY: getting the Hull story 
Just before Spring Break 
of last year, the RockabiUy 
label Ripsaw Recor48 re­
leased a single that anyone 
seriously interested in fe­
msle musicians should own. 
The vocalist 1s Martha Hull, 
considered b y  many to own 
Washington's best voice. 
Through her songs, Martha 
proves herself to be a woman 
in charge of her situation. 
Her lyrics are aggressive, 
and the way in which she 
belts them out proves she's 
tougher than any rockabilly 
stud on the block. 
Record Review 
In "Feelin' Right To-
night," she sings about 
going against the establish­
ment and having fun in her 
own way: 
I'm feeling right tonight 
No matter what they say. 
I'm feeling right tonight. 
Now it's my turn to play. 
They made the rules, 
But that was yesterday. 
I'm feeling right 
Now it's my turn 
tonight. 
to play. 
In Fujiyama Mama, she 
defines her ability t o  give 
back to any man all the pain 
and destruc tion which men 
have given to women: 
Well you can talk about me 
Say that I'm mean. 
I'll blOW' your head off 
baby 
Wi th nitroglycerine. 
Well you can 8ay I'm crazy 
Stone deaf and dumb, 
But I can cause destruc­
tion 
Just like the atom bomb. 
On both of these songs 
she i8 backed by the now 
defun.ct Tex Rubinowitz and 
the Bad Boys, who used to be 
Washington's best rockabilly 
band. The music snd back-up 
vocals which they contribute 
to the single couldn't be of 
better quality. You can buy 
this record by writing Rip­
saw Records, 121 N. 4th. 
Easton, PA l8042, and I sug­
g-es t tha t you do. 
--Debi Nathanson 
/ book review / 
Bloomingdale's crowd, adults 
who rolLer-skate. treadiness 
in general, and the unparal­
leled absurdity of trying to 
find an apartment in New 
York. Much of this can ap­
propriately b-e called "1n­
side humor," but even so it 
is not inacce8sib Ie to those 
who have _never been faced 
with what passes for wisdom 
On the Upper East Side. 
In the one-llners area we 
are offered a series of aph­
orisms, including, liThe op­
posite of talking iso't lis-
tening. The opposite of 
talking is waiting." and 
"Spilllng your guts is ex­
actly g,s ... chacming as it 
SOUll de." 
One of Ms. Le blnowitz' 
most enduring preoccupations 
is with the superiority of 
man-made goods/ art o ver na­
ture. Only someone with a 
principled commitment to 
material comfort could make 
the culturally defiant 
statement that, "Nature is 
by and large to be found out 
of doors, a location where, 
it cannot be argued, there 
are never enough comfortable 
chairs." 
All in all. this book 1s 
very witty and clever. I 
recommend it highly -- to be 
consumed in small doses like 
very rich chocolates. I can 
guarantee that you will find 
yourself laughing out loud, 
unless you. too, share the 
affectations that Lebinowltz 
deplores. 
--Lisa Schiffren 
